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Arcus recently supplied a VASA Automated DrumCleaning System to a new client in
Ireland. Theyare a chemical production and water testingcompany and were looking for
a solution to effectively clean used 20and 25 litre drums,a large quantity of which had
built up over several years.The clientwanted to dispose of the drumsin the stockpile, and
any drumsused in the future,by recycling them responsibly.

Drumswhich contain chemicals are considered hazardous to transport.Once they have
been emptied, disposing of these barrelswhilstthey contain chemicals, even trace
amounts,can become extremelyexpensive. Specialist waste recycling companies will
charge to collect and dispose of them -up to€3per drum.

Manual cleaning of these 20and 25 litre drums,considering the quantities,would have
been highly timeand cost consuming. It is also potentially dangerous for the operator,
and detrimental to theenvironment due to unintentionalspillages.

Thedesign process:

After receiving a recommendation fromone of our existingclients, the client contacted
Arcus to discussthe design and supply of an automated drumcleaning system.The client
had some specific requests thatwould allow the machine to use existinginfrastructure
and help themwith compliance. Engineers fromboth companies were in regular contact
to ensure thedesign of the systemmet the exact requirements.

The systemwas designed with operator safety,water consumptionand cleaning quality as
the primary focuspoints.The client had an assigned Project Manager who was their single
point of contact and received bi-weeklyupdates of the overall project progress on top of
the variousdesign suggestions and discussions.

ArcusVASA Automated DrumCleaning System details:

The VASA gives the client the ability to clean up to nine drums in 3-5minuteswith minimal
operator input. The client's drum cleaning capabilities have massively increased, with 100-
150drumscleaned per hour a realisticachievement. It also enables our client to label
these barrels as non-hazardous-This means disposal costs are reduced to zero in many
cases, saving the client a huge amount of cost per year, aswell as keeping labour costs
and barrel handling to a minimum,allowing for a rapid return on investment.

The operator isable to easily load drumsand startthe automaticcleaning process by
simply pressing one button. The drum cleaning system completes the 3-stagecleaning



cycle, before sounding an alarmto signal completion. The 3-stageclean includes a pre-
rinse, a chemical wash and a finalrinse, all withina sealed enclosure. A sump also catches
all thewash water which is then pumped to the client's water treatmentplant.

Other benefits and features:

A key factor for the clientwas minimisingwater consumption.The VASA Automated Drum
Cleaning System does thisby having an intelligent pumping system,which only pumps
the volume of water required relative to the number of drumsbeing washed, and the
innovative ʻPush-to-Washʼ360°cleaning heads, which ensure that only the cleaning heads
withdrumsmounted to them are in operation during the cleaning cycle.

Operator safety and minimisingHealth & Safety riskswere also at the forefrontof the
design. Sensors and safety mechanismswere fitted that shut the machine down if the
wash chamber doors are opened in operation.

ThisVASA also has the optional IBC cleaning head and externalwashgun attachments,
allowing IBCs to be cleaned, using the same 3-stagecleaning cycle. The wash gun allows
the exteriorof IBCs and drumsto be cleaned.



Arcus specialise in the design and manufactureof industrialwashdown, spraying and
cleaning solutionsfor a range of industriesincluding Food & Beverage Production,
Chemical Production, Marine, Agriculture,Oil & Gas, Pharmaceutical and manymore
across the UK, Ireland and worldwide.

If you would like to knowmore about the VASA Automated Drum Cleaning System,
please get in touch:
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